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Many soldiers not fit for combat for medical, other
reasons
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Nearly 90,000 soldiers are either unfit for combat with health restrictions or are
otherwise unavailable for combat, according to data released to USA TODAY.

While the Army says it can fill combat brigades heading to
Afghanistan with healthy soldiers — some rushed in at the
last minute as units head overseas — the growing list of
ill, injured or wounded is making the job tougher, say
military officials.

"The problem of a growing population of
not-medically-ready soldiers has begun to erode the
readiness of the Army," the service's surgeon general, Lt.

Gen. Eric Schoomaker, recently said at a military
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The Army has 565,400 active-duty soldiers augmented by 52,600 mobilized National
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* 47,000 soldiers who are temporarily out of action recovering from wounds, injuries and
illnesses, says Lt. Col. Tim Beninato, another spokesman.

« 23,000 soldiers who are on limited duty. Many have health issues, though some deploy
for restricted jobs. Others are unavailable for war because they are in transit between

bases, caught up in legal cases or in school, though many of these could be sent to war in

an emergency.

« 18,178 soldiers are in a disability process for soldiers who are no longer fit for combat
that takes more than a year on average to complete.

But that system has become bloated and slow over the years, Army officials says. The
Army cannot replace soldiers who are waiting for medical retirements until they are gone.

"It's taking us too long to get through the (disability retirement) system" says Gen. Peter

Chiarelli, Army vice chief of staff.

To speed up the disability process, Chiarelli has recently pushed to hire 700 civilian
evaluation case managers, assistants, lawyers, doctors and others at a cost of $65
million next year, says Lt. Col. David Gercken, an Army spokesman.

Assessing disability for rising numbers of mental problems are particularly time consuming,

Army officials say.

"An Army at war for 10 years has a voracious demand for behavioral health,” says Ma,.

Gen. Richard Stone, deputy surgeon general.
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Bring them all home. Iraq and Afghanistan are not places we need to have
our troops. | cannot vote for President Obama again if any troops are in

either place when we vote in November 2012.
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We have not even begun to tally the cost of waging two wars for over ten
years. | suspect some of these troops will need medical attention for the
rest of their lives. We as a population and the politicians in particular need
to spend some serious time dealing with the issue of the impact of these
two wars. The human toll is horrible the financial toll is outrageous. When

will we learn?
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Not to mention how many in our population are physically unfit to serve.
Fat, slothful youth who couldn't care less about serving our country.
Reinstitute the draft and we'll see a lot less wars being waged, for any

reason.
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What do you expect - we have been waging war on two fronts for 11 years
- the cost in manpower and the cost to our economy has been tremendous

- our goals have been met - bring our heroes home - NOW!!!
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Man....Our military is pretty much gone to the pits ! i &
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| wish that the troops that come home will be used to help rebuild our
infrastructrure! They will have jobs,helping do something we should have
been doing all this time! We all know our country is falling apart from the
inside. Roads,bridges and underground utilities is what we need to fix! |
look out my windows and see electric lines being strung on dead trees!!

Come on lets put them to work!!!
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@hross57

Need to bring back the draft. You would scream like a baby if your sorry

@ss was drafted!
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